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Question put and a division taken with
the foliowiny result:—

Ayes .- - .. 22
Noes . . .- 16

Majority for - . 6

AYVES,
Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton
Mr. Fax Mr. Radoreda
Mr. J. Hegney Mr, Smith
Mr., W. Hegney AMr, Styants
Mr. Hoar Mr, Telfer
Nr. Kelly Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Leahy Mr. Triat
Mr. Marshail Mr. Wlison
Mr. Millington Mr. Wise
My, Needham Mr. Withers
Mr. Nulsen Mr. Cross

(Teller.)

NoEs,
Mr, Abbow Mr. McDongld
Mr. Brand Mr. McLarty
Mrs, Cardell-Qliver Mr. North
Mr. Doney Mr. Perkina
Mr. Hill Mr. Thorn
Mr, Keenon Mr., Watts
Mr. Leslle Mr. Willmoit
Mr. Mabn Mr, Seward

(Leller.)

Question thus passed.
Rill read a second time.

House adjourned at 10.34 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES,

THE CHIEY SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) : Consequent upon your
elevation to the position of President, Sir,
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a vacaney ocers in the office of Chair-
man of Committees. I move—

That Hon, J. A. Dimmitt be ¢lected as Chair-
man of Committees,

HON. H. 8, W, PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) : I have much pleasure in second-
ing the motion.

Question put and passed.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I desire, through you, Sir, to
thank members for the honour they have
conferred upon me. What measure of sue-
cess I shall achieve will be largely depen-
dent upon the help, co-operation and con-
sideration which I hope to receive from all
membery and from the officers of the House.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieunt.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
following Bills:—

1, Daylight Saving.

2, Marketing of Barley (No. 2),

BILL—STATE HOUSING.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Reports of Commitice adopted.

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
TROTTING ASSOCIATION.
Recommittal,

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, Bill
recommitted for the further consideration
of Clanse 16 and the First Schedule.

In Commiltee,
Hon. G. Fraser in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill,
Clause 16—Minister may establish eoun-
iry clubs’ benefit fund:
Hon, A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-
ment.—

That in line 1 the word ““may’’ be struck
out and the word ‘¢shall’’ inserted in lieu.
Nowhere in the Bill is there any mention
of how the funds are to be provided for
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the country clubs’ benefit fund. If the
word ‘“shall’’ is inserted here the Minister
must auwthorise one meeting in every year
in addition to those provided under the
Racing Restriction Aet. The galloping clubg
in the country distriets were in a very sad
financial state about 1938, and they ap-
proached the W.A.T.C. and were given ap-
proval to conduct a mid-week race meeting.
The stakes were small but the owners pat-
ronised the meetings and made normal
nominations. In addition, the hookmakers
made donations with the resuli that a
large sum of money was raised at the first
meeting, That was handed to the coun-
try elubs and from that time on they have
had a certain amount of finance, and the
country club meeting is an annual fixture,
hut it is now held on a Saturday and the
prize money is provided by the principal
racing authority, I want the same system
to operate for the countiry troiting clubs
and the only way to bring it about that I
can see is to have a special meeting to raise
funds.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sorry
I cannot acecept the amendment. One of
the objects of the Trotting Association is
to foster country elubs, and it has, over
the years, provided a good deal of assist-
ance to them. The Royal Commissioner
provided, in his report and recommenda-
tions, for additional assistance to be given
in the event of the country elubs being
dissatisfied with what they were already
receiving from the assoeiation. If we agree
to the amendment we will definitely increase
the number of trotting meetings by one in
the metropolitan ares, irrespective of what
the position of the association might he.
The Royal Comunissioner, in his report, had
this to say at page 23—

In making this rcecommendation, I have also
im mind that it may not be necessary that
this statutory fund should supersede the volun-
tary assistance to Country Clubs now given
by the Association. I suggest that prior to
the date when the Distriet Council submit to
the Association for approval details of their
clubs’ lists of fixtures for the ensuing year,
it should make known to each Council the
amount which it proposes to allocate to it
that year., The powers of the XMinister need
then bhe invoked only if and when required.
The Government has accepted that recom-
mendation which, if it is puf into operation,
may mcan an increase in racing dates in
the metropolitan avea to the extent of one
each year, if considered neeessary in the
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interests of country trotting. There are
two actions that the Minister can take. He
can instruet that the proceeds from a par-
ticular race meeting shall be used for the
purpose of assistance to eountry clubs and,
secondly, he can decide that a special meet-
ing shall be held for that purpose. I think
that is as far as we should go at this stage.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: When we dealt with
the Totalisator Duty Act Amendment Bill
some members clearly asserted that they
did not know how the eclubs in their
areas would funetion if the fractions were
abolished, and they looked forward to some
opportunity during the session to recom-
pense the clubs to the extent that they
will lose money under the provisions of
that amending legislation. The opportunity
would seem to be available in connection
with the trotting Bill. The association has
been generous in its donations to country
elubs but has always made available similar
amounts to the various districts, and the
distriet eouncils have had no say in the
distribution. The effect of that was that
in the eastern distriets with a contribution
from the WLA.T.A. of £200 and two race
meetings, programmes with £100 in stake
money were condueted. On the other hand,
in the Great Southern distriet where 12
meetings were held the £200 contribution
from the W.A T.A. had to be distributed
amongst 12 elubs. In the elrcumstances, I
hope the amendment will be agreed fo,
especially as it does not mean that an extra
meeting in the metropolitan area will have
to be held.

Hon. H. 5. W. PARKER: While I sym-
pathise with Mr. Loton’s objective, I do not
think the amendment will have the effect
he anticipates. Even with the amendment
embodied in the clause, it eould mean that
if the Minister and the association were
not very favourably inclined, the Minister
could direct the association to devote a
portion of the profils of one trotting meet-
ing to the henefit elub and one-tenth or
one-fifth of the proceeds might he contri-
buted. Further, the Minister might auth-
orise o meeting to be held on a Wednes-
day or some other day when it would not
prove profitable.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Mid-week fixtures have
always proved suceessful in the past.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: Quite pos-
sibly, but, as T have indicated, it would be
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easy to defeat the hon. member’s objee-
tive. I think the elause as it stands is
satisfactory.

Hon. A. L. Loton: That is your opinion.

Hon. H. 5. W, PARKER: I do not pre-
tend otherwise. The Bill provides all the
power to enable necessary assistance to be
rendered to the country clubs

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I thought I
made fthe position perfectly clear {0 Mr.
Loton when I pointed out the two actions
that the Minister could take. If the amend-
ment be agreed to it will mean that an
ex(ra race mecting shall be held in the metro-
politan area compared with the number pro-
vided for in the Raeing Restrietion Aet,
whereas under the Bill as it stands that
course could be adopted if considered neces-
sary, That is as far as we should go at pre-
sent, partieularly as the W.ATA. is jn a
better position new to help eountry eclubs
than ever before,

Hon. A. L. LOTOXN: If an extra mecting
were held it would he a source of revenue to
the State as well as a mcans of augmenting
the country elubs’ funds. I am sure all con-
eerned would be anxicous to make such a
meeting a huge success out of consideration
for the country people who provide the
young horses so essential for metropolitan
ownersg,

Amendment put and pegatived,
Clause put and passed.

First Schedule:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 move an
amendment—

That after the word ‘‘provided’’ in line
8 of By-law 3 the following words be in-
serted :—*‘ further that no remuneration or
other benefit in money or money’s worth
shall be given by the Association to any
member of the Committee, except repayment
of out of pocket expenses,”’

These words were struek out of the by-law
in o previous Committee, and I desire to have
them re-inserted, According to the evidence
and the report of the Royal Commissioner
himself a question of principle is involved,
one that this Committee should uphold. By
re-inserting these words, we shall be stating
that the members of the committee of the
Trotting Association will not be called upon
to do anything at their own expense on be-
half of that hody, and we shall be providing
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for the payment of out-of-pocket expenses.
We shall also be making sure that there will
he no repetition in the future of some of
those occurrences which took place in the
past.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: On the 13th
November last this matter was fully denit
with and I made my own position clear, T
do not need to go over the ground again,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH.: I support-
ed the Chicf Sceretary hefore on this matter
and do so again. I have been elosely asso-
ciated with various sporting bodies all my
life. It is contrary to the prineiple of ama-
tenr sport that any member of it should be
voted money for the services he renders. If
the amendment is earried, members of this
gporting committee will be allowed out-of-
pocket exjenses, which are usually on a
generous scale.  There is no reason why
people who are interested in sport should
nat voluntarily give their serviees and shonld
not be reeompensed for the expenses they
incur. That tradition associated with sport-
ing bodies should be maintained.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE : 1t should be possible
for people who ave prepared to devote their
time to the interests of an organisation such
as the Trotling Assoeciation to do so without
cost to themselves. The Trotting Association
handles £200,000 or £300,000 a year, and if
it is to be properly controlled and its in-
terests safeguarded, it is desirable that
members of the committee should he
reimbursed for the expenses they are
ohliged to incur in earrying out their
work. I have never heard it suggested that
the president or eommittee members of other
organisations should not be reimbursed for
any outlay they are compelled to make on
behalf of the sport coneerned,

Hon. E. M, HEENAN: I hope the amend-
ment will be agreed to. Trotting is a sport
and the members of the committee of
management devote their energies and ef-
forts toit, They should receive out-of-pocket
expenses. That would include all legitimate
expenditure involved in the furtherance of
the sport. Surely it would be to the advan-
tage of the committee of management that
sueh a provision as this should be incorpor-
ated in the measure. It will be an assurance
to the public that those concerned are get-
ting nothing out of it but a refund of their
own eXpenses,
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Hon. L, CRAIG: I support the amend-
ment. We are not dealing with a business
undertaking, but with a sporting body, and
the Trotting Association should be treated
as sueh. The details of the work should be
carried out by the employees and the policy
should be directed by the committee. In this
respect I see no difference between the Trot-
ting Association and the Royal Agricultural
Soeiety. The members of the society are
not even refunded their out-of-pocket ex-
penses when they pre travelling on its be-
half. These expenses in the ease of the Trot-
ting Assoeiation should be shown as a
separate item on the profit and loss aceount.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I have been a mem-
ber of many organisations. When it comes
to a question of sending delegates to a con-
ference, if no ont.of-pocket expenses are
paid the delegate usually has to be someone
who ecan afford to attend, That means eir-
enmseribing the selection of delegates. If all
the delegates were to get a refund of their
expenses, the choitg would be greatly widen-
ed, T bope the amendment will be agreed to.

Hon. W. J, MANN: Listening to some
of the arguments, one would think this was
& provision to prevent all the committee
from getting any remuneration out of the
association. Tt is no such thing. Tt merely
provides that in some emergency committee-
men may be paid. I do not read into it that
the association would be foolish enough to
permit the members of the committee to re-
munerate themselveg for the work thev do.
It is silly to compare the Royal Agrienltural
Society with the Trotting Association, One
organisation has a show once 2 year and tho
other condunets races every week for three
parts of the year or more. On this occasion
I propose to do as I did the last time.

Hon. A, THOMSOXN : I guppose the value
of the Trotting Association’s property is
considerable, and a man oceupying the posi-
Llion of president would have an important
office to fill. In cffect, he would be the
managing director. We have no objection
to managing directors, or ordinary directors.
being paid more than out-of-pocket ex-
penses in conneetion with the operations of
organisations with which they are associated.
Mr. Heenan thought that there should he no
expenses or remuneration; but we find that
the mayor of Boulder and the mayor of Kal-
goorlie receive an  allowance which is ox-
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pended at their diseretion. The same ap-
plies in quite a number of other municipali-
ties; yet we are going to ask whoever i
president of the Trotfing Association to do
things for nothing.

We have had private racing clubs, and nn
objection has been raised to those managing
them receiving remuncration. If we can-
not trust the members of this association,
the outlook is very poor. Why should we
take this aetion becsuse of certain things
that have happened? I think Mr. Roche
summed it up very well indeed when he re-
ferved to the mud-slinging that took place.
Ag far as I am concerned, I know who I
would prefer to trust with the running of
the sport, I do not propose to agree to the
re-insertion of these words. I think the
Comemittee was wise in striking them out
previously,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In view of
the remarks of one or two members, I thi-
the Committee should ask, * Why did the
Royal Commissioner recommend  this
course?” He gives the answer in his report,
and I propose to read the reasons he
thought it necessary that this should be in-
cluded in the new constitution. On page 24 of
his report, at the bottom of the second col-
nmn, we find the following :—

Bearing in mind the whole of the evidence,
I have come to the conclugion that the control
of trotting racing s best Teft in the hands
of the Associntion as the principal Club, pro-
vided that its affairs are put in order, and
it is made suhject to the domestic and govern-
mental eontrol and the legislative functions
which I have previously recommended.

Why did he say that? We have to turn to
an earlier part of the report, where he deal+
with sueh things as travelling expenses, and
payments to committeemen, and so on. I
need refer to only two or three extraets.
Members themselves, I hope, have vead the
whole of the commissioner’s remarks in this
conncction. Dealing with a sum of €3,000,
he says—

My findings on the question of these pay-
ments for travelling expenses are—

1. That Mr. Stratton did obtain consid-
erable menetary advantage from
them, '

2. That no commenswrate advantnee waa
obtained by the Associntion, or
looked for by the committee, for
this expenditure.

3. That the method of accounting cffee-
tively concenled the payments from
the members,
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The foregoing applies also to the payment of
£300 to Mr. Atkins, another committeeman, to
which I have referred, this being the only
payment of any consequence on record for
travelling expenses to o member of the com-
mittee, other than the president.

The next paragraph deals with benefits re-
ceived by the president under other head-
ings, and again he deals with rather sub-
stantial sams of money. His remarks in this
connection are as follows:—

The amount paid by the Association repre-
sented on an average over the ycars 1939 to
1945 something not far shert of half the total
income of the Trustee Uo., and enahled that
company to maintain the payments of the large
sums for ‘‘Managing Directors’ Feea’’ to J,
P. Stratton Ltd., for whieh I am satisfied
there were no commensurate services rendered.

On page 12, in the second eolumn, the eom-
missioner says—

I am of the opinion that the payments to
Messrs. Willis and Atkins, although duly
authorised by the committee of the Associntion,
werc not a reasenable sum paid in exchange
for actual services rendered, but were by way
of an allowance to Mr. Stratton's co-guaran-
tors to ensure their continued support.

This is not my view, but that of the Royal
Commissioner, after having taken very ex-
tensive evidence.

Hon, A. Thomson: The guarantors are
removed altogether; we are not dealing with
that now.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am
quoting the Royal Commissioner, and the
position is no different today from what it
was then. There is still the same committees
as existed previously. On page 13 of the
report, the commissioner refers to the fact
that the auditor had not drawn attention to
payment to other committeemen, and says—

It is certainly not a usual one, there being
no payment of n like character made to mem-
bery of the W.A, Turf Club committee or the
members of other racing bodics of which I
have knowledge. The allowanee provides yet
another example of a perquisite to committee-
men.

A little lower down, he says—

It is difficult on the evidence to form an
&ecurate opinion as to the work done by Mr.
Todd, but I am inelined to the view that this,
like other allownnces, wang a fairly liberal one.
Then again, in regard to the question of
entertainment, in connection with which
large sums of money were involved, the
commissioner says, in column 2 of page
13—

el
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It seems to me that these forms of pubiicity
are designed to strengthen the popularity more
of the existing administration than of the sport
itself,

Those are the reasons the Royal Commis-
sipner made this very definite recommenda-
tion. He says the control of the sport
should be left in the hands of the prinicpal
elub, provided its affairs are put in order,
and that the domestic—I take it this mat-
ter comes under the heading of ‘‘ domestic’’
—and the governmental eontrol are agreed
to in accordance with his recommendations.
8o, if the work of the Royal Commissioner
is to he of any value, we should be pre-
pared to aceept his recommendations.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. e .. 1B
Noes 8
Majority for 7
AVES
tlon. G. Penneits. Hon. E. H, H. Hall
Hon, L. B. Bolton Hon. W. R. Hall
Hoen, 8ir Hal Colcbatch| Hon, E. M. Heenan
Hon. 1. Crouig Hon, J. G. Hislop
Hon. J. A, Dimmitt Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, G. W. Miles
Hon, R. M. Forrest. aon, C. H. Bimpson
Hon, E. H. Gray (Teller)
NOES.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon, H, L. Roche
Hon, A, L. Leton Hon. A. Themson
Hon, W. J. Manpn Hon, H. Tuckey
Hon, H. 8. W. Parker| Hon. F. R. Welsb
(Teller.)
Paiz,
AYE. [ No. -
Hon, F. E. Gibson Hon, G. B, Wood

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment— :

That in line 2 of paragraph (a) of By-
law 100, after the word ‘‘commission’’ the
words ‘fand fractions’’ bhe inserted.

The by-law provides that the money in the
place tote shall be divided into three equal
parts after the deduction of the commis-
sion. I want to include the fraetions as
well as the commission, becanse somebody
might raise a legal argument to the effect
that the money must be divided as sct out
in the measure.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think the amendment is necessary. The
matter 18 governed by the Totalisator Duty
Act Amendment Act and dividends have to
be paid to the nearest 6d. Consequently
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the fractions do not appear until a division
has taken place.

Amendment put and negatived.

Schedule, as previously amended, agreed
to,

Bili again reported with a further amend-
ment.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Cemeteries Aet Amendment.

2, Timber Industry (Housing of Em-
ployees).

Received from the Assembly.

BILL—HAIRDRESSERS
REGISTRATION.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) ([5.37] in moving the
second reading said: This is a very clear
and straightforward Bill, which possesses
the virtue of being aceeptable to ali sections
of the industry, namely, the Master Gentle-
mens Hairdressers’ Assoeiation of Employ-
ers, the Metropolitan Ladies Haijrdressers’
Union of Employers, and the Metropolitan
Haivdressers and Wigmakers Employees’
Union, These organisations unanimously
agree that it is essential that greater snper-
vision be excrcised over hairdressing cstab-
lishments, particularly in regard to quality
of work, safety, hygiene and sanitation.
After considerable discussion these bodies re-
quested the introduction of legislation to
compel the registration of hairdressers in
the metropolitan aren, and reecommended
that the legislation of Victoria be adopted
as a basis in drafting the measure.

In view of the fact that the Bill is in
the natare of an experiment so far as West-
crn Australia is concerned, it was decided
that it would be preferable not to extend
it to country areas at present. It is for
this reason that the operation of its pro-
visions is restricted to an area within 23
miles from the G.P.0. As requested by the
industry, this measure is similar to that of
Victoria, which became operative in 1936.
Somewhat similar legislation, I believe, is
contemplated in New South Wales, and there
is 2 system of voluntary vegistration in
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South Australia, but without legislative
authority it is not properly effeetive. The
hairdressing organisations appointed n com-
mittee representative of the employers and
employecs, both male and female, to investi-
gate and report on the most suitable method=
to raise the status of the industry and to
ensure the safety of the publie. It was thnt
committee which unanimounsly recommended
the adoption of legislation similar to
that of Vietoria,

It eannot be denied that conditions in a
hairdressing  establishment, with its wide
range of clientele, should be bevond re-
proach and that the public should be given
every protection from the point of view of
safoty, cleanliness and good workmunship.
Both the employers” and emplovees’ organ-
isations are to be commended for their de-
sire to institute and maintain a high stand-
ard of eflicieney, and their representations
angur well for the future of the industry
and the interests of the public.  Cleanliness,
both of premizes and cquipment, is of
eardinal importance in a hairdvessing os-
tablizhment, and with the increasing use of
eleetrical plant, particularly in ladies’ bair-
dressing, together with various aids to
nature that ave nsed, it is essential that every
eare be taken to ensure the safety of cus-
tomers.

The majority of the provisions of the Bill
will be found to he of a machinery type,
and T therefore propose to deal briefly with
the more outstanding pointe. The definition
of “hairdressing” is most eamprehensive and,
in piving an indieation of {he variety of
work condueted by hairdressers, shows the
necessity for the eontrol of the indusiry as
provided by this legislation. Tt will he
noted from the definition of “hnirdresser”
that there may be severnl prescribed elasses
of the industry, and Clause 20 provides that
the proposed registration board shall have
the power, by regulation, to specify the
nature of these elasses,

The Bill provides that the registration
hoard shall consist of five members, compris-
ing an independent chairman, who shall be
appointed by the Governor, a nominee from
each of the ladies’ and gentlemen’s hair-
dressing employers’ organisations, and two
from the union of employees, one male and
one female, thus providing for equality of
representation for employers and em-
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ployees, the maximum term of appoint-
ment being for three years. Each board
member, except the chairman, must have
had at least three years' experience in the
trade. The board will be an enfirely pri-
vate organisation, not responsible in any
manner to the Crown, unless speecifically
authorised at any time to act on behalf of
the Government. Among the duties of the
board will be the arranging of examina-
tions, the registering of hairdressers, and
the appointment of administrative officials.

Onee the Aect has been proclaimed all
persons engaged or desiring to engage in
the practice of hairdressing, either as prin-
cipals or as employees must apply to the
board for registration, and eaech applicant
must satisfy the board as fo his or her
good character. The board may register
without examination any person who has
heen engaged in the trade at any time dur-
ing the 12 months preceding the commence-
menti of the Act, provided that application
for registration is made within six months
of the commencement of the Aet. Registra-
tion may also be effected at any time of
an applicant who was constantly engaged
in the industry outside the specified area
prior to the commencement of the Act and
up to the date of application,

Any other applicant must complete the
course of training te be preseribed by the
board, and pass the examination that will
be set. The board may register any person
who has undértaken a satisfactory course
of training outside Western Australia and
if necessary require the applicant to pass
an examination before registration. A
hairdresser who is still a member of the
Defence Forees may apply for registration
within 12 months from the date of his dis-
charge. After a period of six months from
the commencement of the Aet any unregis-
tered person found engaging in hairdress-
ing will be liable to a fine not exceeding
£30.

Provision is made for appeal to a stipen
diary magistrate by any person whom the
board refuses to register or whose registra-
tion has been cancelied or suspended.
Among other things the hoard is given the
power to make regulations to preseribe the
standards of hygiene, sanitation and safety
to be chserved by hairdressers, and to ar-
range for regular inspections to ensure that
such standards gre rigidly observed.
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Hon. A. Thomson: What power would
there be?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Power to
cancel registration, ete., which will be pro-
vided for in the regulations. I am sure that
the House will agree that the provisions I
have outlined will be of benelit to the people
who patronise hairdressing establishments
and who are entitled to the protection that
the Bill will afford. I stress the point that
every section interested in the industry is
in favour of this measure—the publie,
which is the most important, and the em-
ployers and employecs——and I therefore
trust that the House will grant it speedy
passage. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H. 8. W, PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [546]: I am afraid I cannot
approve of this Bill which is another of the
many ‘‘Thoun shalt not’’ measures. Already
we have too many boards and too many re-
strictions, Why it should be necessary to
bring in a Bill of this sort to provide for
the observance of cleanliness and health
requirements by these people, I do not
know, because we have the Health Act and
regulations issued under it dealing with
hairdressers. However, I am credibly in-
formed that nothing is being done about it.

So¢ far as I ean judge, the only purpose
of this Bill is {o creafe another expense for
the public. Why a person should need to
pass an examination and be registered for
the purpose of cutting the hair of some
members I ean see, I do not know. Neither
do T know why, when men for hundreds of
years have heen going to barbers to be
shaved, registration should now be neces-
sary. Provision is made for classes to be
held at the Technieal College where trainees
may receive instruction. Why should the
taxpayer have to pay for those classes?
The apprenticeship regulations deal with
hairdressers and why cannot they be car-
ried ont?

In former times, it was goodwill that
counted in any trade or calling. Surely if
gome incompetent person set up with highly
complicated machinery to dress hair and
provide aids to heauty and women liked to
patronise that person, they would deserve
all they got! With all due respect to the
various aids to beauty, during my short
time on this earth I have found that
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beauty, although only skin deep, is very
much preferable when genutne. If only we
conld instruct our women, especially the
younger generation, to let nature beautify
them, they would continue to be beautiful
much longer than they do at present.

The Chief Seeretary: It wonld be rather
hard to do that.

Hon. H. 5, W. PARKER: 1 am sorry if
I appear to be old-fashioned, but I have a
strong objection to all these various aids to
heauty. In faet, in many instances, I con-
sider them to be repulsive. T refuse to be
sne to permit of a person exhibiting a label
outside his husiness premises to the effect,
“*I am registered to make you beautiful,”’
though the Almighty may have ordained
that that prospeetive patron should not he
oeautifu)l. Now consider the Bill: What is
there in it that the public wants? Nothing.
in Vietoria, apparently, provision has been
made amongst the hairdressers for a elose
srganisation, and if this Bill is based on
Victorian legislation, anyone from outside
Western Australia would be prevented
from engaging in hairdressing in the met-
topolitan area until he had passed an ex-
amination.

Strangely enough, the board will be em-
powered to arrange classes of hairdressers
ranging from A to Z. T do not know whether
it iz the intention to register one hair-
dressers, But it might be that a Class Z
1 do not know whether a Class A will be
bigher than a Class Z hairdresser, If I saw
& sign indieating that a bhairdresser was
segistered as Class A, I would imagine that
ne was amongst the best class of hair-
dressers. But it may be that a Class Z
cairdresser wonld be the best. How is the
publie to know? The Bill provides no pro-
tection at all for the public, The health
-uthorities are the ones to afford this pro-
tection and should do their duty. There
are many hairdressing saloons to which the
realth anthorities, with great advantage to
t} e publie, could pay a visit.

I cannot see why the opceration of the
measure should be restricted to the metro-
politan area. If I were a country member,
I would strongly objeet to that provision.
It is tantamount to saying, “In the town
we have to nurture you carefully, but in
the country any sort of hairdresser will
do.” If this legislation is necessary, it
should apply uniformly throughout the

{COUNCIL.)

State. Apprenticeship regulations provide
that apprentices shall be fully qualified be-
fore being permitted to work as journey-
men. The Minister has told us that the
apparatus unsed in the hairdressing saloons
is complicated. If that is so, these people
should esme under the machinery Act and
the Chief Inspector of Machinery should look
after them. If it is a question of the drugs
and the dyes that are used by hairdressers,
surely it would be more appropriate if they
held certificates as ehemists. The logical
coneclusion is that if, as the Minister stated,
the machinery used in hairdressing saloons
is so complicated and dangerons, hair-
dressers should hold a certificate under the
Inspeetion of Machinery Act. If it is the
drugs and dyes they use that are danger-
ous, surely they should come under the
pharmaecy Aet!

If nothing more is involved than ordi-
nary means of beautifying people, let them
have as much service in that direction as
they wish. There would be no harm in that.
But why should we foree hairdressers to
hold certificates. When we compel people
to hold a certificate of competeney, we
create a close organisation and the cus-
tomers have to pay for it. Provision is
made in the Bill for various funds and
fees, whieh the organisation must have, and
obviously those charges will be passed on
to the customer. I cannot see why the
charge for a haireut should be increased.
In my short life it has been inereased from
6d. to 1s, 6d. and, if this Bill becomes law,
doubtless before I die the charge will he
up to 3s.

Hon. L. Craig: But you will not need a
haireut.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: That is, pro-
vided I still have something to cut. I can-
not support the Bill; I do net think it is at
all necessary.

HON. ¢. BENNETTS (South) [5.53]:
I suppport the gecond reading. Mr. Parker
said he would not favour the posting of a
plate outside a saloon informing the publie
that the occupant was gualified to make one
beantiful when one was not,. As I walk
along the streets of Perth, I notice many
nameplates getting forth that the people re-
ferrved to are qualified to do this or that, but
whethey they are qualified is another matter,
Sometimes T have reason to believe that they
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are not ag qualified as they claim on their
nameplates.

The Chief Seeretary:
be?

Hon. G, BENNETTS: 1 refer to all
walks of life—solicitors, engineers, doetors,
and I might also mention doll doctors and
dog doctors.

Hon, H. 8, W, Parker: Members of my
profession do not undertake to make people
beautiful,

Hon, G. BENNETTS: Ne, but they
undertake to do this and that and may not
be qualified, thongh I would not say they
are not.

The Chief Secretary: There is no guarafl-
tec?

Hon. G. BENNETTS: Certainly not.
Mr. Parker roferred to members’ hair. Many
of us have little hair and do not need a
skilled man to cut it, but there arc people
who do need a skilled hairdresser, I have
very little hair, but had there been registra-
tion of hairdressers, I might have been
spared the trouble, after going to one hair-
dresser recently, of having to go to another.
Just before the outbreak of war, I happened
to be in Adclaide and saw the cashier of the
West Coffee Pnlace who had heen attended
to by one of these beauty specialists. This
specialist was not a skilled person, and that
.girl had been disfigured for life owing to
the apparatus being allowed to burn off her
hajr and injure her face. That is what may
be expected to happen if we allow unquali-
fied persons to practise.

If any one engages in a business of this
sort involving the use of electrical and other
appliances, that person should hold a ecrtifi-
cate of competeney, Mr, Parker asked why
a certifieate should- be necessary. It would
give the public confidence when sitting under
one of these mechanical devices that the
operator was competent. One may enter a
barber’s shop for a haircut and shave, but
after looking around the saloon, one is con-
tent to have a haireut there and go else-
where for a shave. Of counrse, this aspect
is covered by the Health Act. However, I
eannot see why any extra expense should he
ineurred for a haireut if hairdressers are
registered. TUnder a system of registration.
the galoon will be conducted under bette
conditions, The operators will be ¢lean, and
the apparatus will be sterilised, as well as

Who would they
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razars, brughes, ete, which is not now done
in all the shops, I hope the Bill will receiye
the support of members, even though many
of them may not have much hair to be

trimmed.
/

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
(5.58]: I have ncither the enthusiasm of
the Honorary lMinister nor the detestation
of Mr. Parker as regards this Bill; I pre-
gerve a middle eourse. I can see necessity
for some of the provisions in the Bill. T
appreciate the need for raising the stan-
dard of the practice of hairdvessing. The
Minister told wus that the definition of
*‘hairdressing’’ is most comprehengive. I
consider it to be a really good definition
because it more or less covers anything
that ean be done to the head or neck.

The Chief Seeretary:
jealous?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Not at all. There
are several points in the Bill that need care-
ful consideration. First of all, if it is good
for the measure to apply within a radius
of 25 miles from the G.P.0., what is the
abjection to its operating outside that area?.
If the Bill is to be placed on the statute
hoaok, it should cover the whole of the State.
If it be important for a person in the city
to receive proper attention, then it is
equaily important for persons outside the
mefropolitan area to receive such atten-
tion. I can see just as much harm being
done to the head of a woman from an elec-
trical instrument in the country as in the
metropolitan area—probzbly more so.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: More likely!

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: Therefore, I do not
approve of the present limitation. There
are one or two other aspects that I think
must be earefully considered. This Bill
brings before us again what T consider to
be a wrong prineiple. It contemplates a
board which will have power to appoint
examiners, lay down the standard of ex-
aminations, register the examinees who pass
the examination and then afterwards police
their behaviour. In other words, it does
open up possibilities of a close corporation.
The Vietorian regulations, so far as exami-
nations are conecerned, provide that the
board may appoint examiners, but may
terminate the appointment of any examiner
by giving him one month’s notice in writ-
ing.

Are you gelting
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I would like to draw a comparison be-
tween two professions as regards their
method of control and the proposed method
of control of this profession—if we may
term it sueh. The medical profession has
a board appointed from the profession to
police its members on behalf of the pub-
tie: but the board does not lay down the
standard of education for the medical pro-
fession. T think that is a good poliey to
adopt. It has stood the medical men them-
selves in very good stead that the profession
at large has had no actual direet say in the
standard to which its members shall be
edueated.  The university lays down that
standard, and when it grants a person a
degree in medicine the Medical Board then
registers him and afterwards he is respon-
sible for his conduct to the Medical Board.

Halfway letween that profession and
the one we are discussing is the Nurses
Registration Board, whick does appoint its
examiners, but it must go outside its own
profession and call for examiners from the
medieal profession as well as from its own
ranks, These would he those who have
. reached a high status in the nursing profes-
ston, the matrons of the teaching sehools.
The result has heen that standards of a
high order have been maintained in both
those professions. The same sort of thing
happens in the dental profession. The Uni-
versity or the eollege grants a diploma or
a degree and then the board registers the
individual. T would therefore like a board
of examiners to lay down the standards
and earry out the examination of
the students. T realise that in this State
it would prolably be going too far to ap-
peint a board of examiners; but I would
desire to take from this present contem-
plated hoard the right to lay down the
standard of examinations and to appoint
examiners,

T would give them only the right to nomi-
nate a panel of examiners from whom the
Minister eonld make a scleetion, That would
mean that the examiners would not be under
the control of the board, but under the econ-
trol of the Minister. The examiners would
then be free from any control that might be
attempted by the board. That emphasises, I
think, the statement I have madc that the
Victorian hoard can terminate the appoint-
ment of an examiner by one month’s notice
in writing, I think there should be some-
one cutside this proposed board to control

(COUNCIL.]

those who are seeking to gain entrance into
this trade or profession. Onee the examiners
were satisfed that the students could follow
their calling to the required standard, the
students eould be given a charter, diploma
or degree, or whatever it may he ealled, and
then the board should register them.

There is another side which must be eon-
sidered, A elause in the Bill gives the board
the right to lay down the standard of hy-
giene, sanitation and safety in all places in
which hairdressing is carried out, As Mr.
Parker has said, it is really the duty of the
Health Department to control hygiene and
sanitation. I do not desire that in this State
we shall have inspectors whose ontlook is so
narrowed that they can inspeet only in one
calling or trade. I do not want separate
inspectors for hairdressing salooms, barbers'
shops, butchers’ shops or other shops; T
want to see an organisation grow up the
members of which can police standards. I
consider that hygiene and sanitation would
be much better left to an organisation under
lhe control of the Commissioner of Public
Health.

The Chief Secretary: This Bill wounld not
take any right away from the Commissioner
of Public Health.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It looks to me as if
it would, because the board could make re-
gulations providing for hygiene and sanita-
tion in hairdressing saloons. I would strike
that clause out of the Bill and make the
board a purely advisory body, which could
propound regulations for approval by the
Commissioner of Public Health, Personally,
I would rather see the hoard act as an ad-
visory body, the Commissioner of Public
Health to be the person to make the regula-
tions, I will give the House my reasons for
making that statement. The Viectorian regu-
lations provide—

{10) The owner or occupier shall eause the
appliances specified below to be sterilised in
the manner deseribed:—

{a) Razor blades, scissors and cembs—by
immersion for three minutcs in steam, boiling
water, or in any disinfeeting solution, or by
exposurg in a closed receptacle to disinfecting
fumes for not less than twenty minutes.

(b) Clippers—by immersion in boiling water
for thres minutes or by immersion in any dis-
infecting solution for three minutes, or by
flaming or by exposure to any form of dry
heat exceeding 212 degrees (Fahrenheit) for
ten minutes, or by exposure in a clesed recep-
tacle to disinfecting fumes for not less than
twenty minutes,
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(e) Hair brushes—by immersion for three
minutes in any disinfeeting solution, or by
exposure in n elosed receptacle to disinfeeting
fumes for not less than twenty minutes.
Personally, I do not think any commissioner
of public health would propose regulations
providing for three minutes’ exposure in any
disinfecting solution; he would sce that the
solution could do the job in three minutes,
hecause there arc all sorts of disinfecting
solutions, each of varying strength. One of
the real problems which have been facing
the medieal profession for many years is the
Fact that so many disinfectants have been
proved to be worthless, often after a long
trial. New ones are taking their place some
of which have been accepted beeause of their
capability in dealing with certain types of
bacterin. They have been recognised as hav-
ing power over bacteria after having been
given a long trial. To say that any disinfeet-
ing solution could be effective after three
minutes’ use is ridiculous. Therefore, these
regulations should in my opinion be promul-
gated by the Commissioner of Public Health
or prepared by this board and approved by
the commissioner. Personally, T consider the
regulations should be policed by the Com-
missioner of Public Health.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: 1f the Health De-
partment is not big cnough to do these jobs,
then make the Health Department bigpger,
but do not pass over to other organisations
what should be the work of the Health De-
partment. If the Bill passes in its present
form, the board would have power fo make
the following regulations, as set out in the
Bill :—

(i) Prescribing standards of hygiene, sani-
tation and safety to be observed in premises
where hairdressing is practised.

(i) Providing for the inspection from time

to time by authorised officers of the board of
premises where hairdressing is practised.
We have had examples before of inspeetors
who have not the powers of a hqalth in-
spector, The matter came np when we were
considering the Milk Bill, If the inspeetors
under this Bill have not the powers of a
health inspector, then all they eonld do would
be practically nothing. When it comes to
the question of safety, should we allow this
hoard to formulate regulations for the safety
of electriecal machines®

Hon. L. Craig: Subject to the approval
of somebody else.
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Hon, J. G. HISLOP: Quite so. Some of
the plant which is used is electrieal
machinery which can easily get out of
order. I think the machines ought to con-
form to Australian standards, and they
must come under the inspection of someone
who can adequately control them from a
departmental point of view. We should
look very ecarefully at the three or four
aspects that I have mentioned, namely, the
definition of hairdressing, the powers of
the board and the regulations for sanita-
tion, bygiene and safety. Otherwise, I am
in favour of the Bill

HON. H. L. ROCHE (South-East)
[6.13]: Whilst I am supporting the seeond
reading of the Bill, I must confess that it
is without any great enthusiasm in its pre-
sent form. I think that in Committee some
alterations should be effected. The portion
of the Bill providing for the constitution of
the board eould, to my mind, be consider-
ably improved by the inclusion of at least
one member of the general publie. It seems
to me that we shall be creating a close cor-
poration by handing over the industry to
the proposed board. Neither do I care very
much for the provision which would enable
the board to take away a person’s liveli-
hood for a breach of an industrinl award.
That seems to me to bhe too arbitrary alto-
gether,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, H. L, ROCHE: I was pointing out
that by this Bill powers are to be given to
the hoard to preseribe a course of training
for people entering the industry, and also
to preseribe the condikions under which
those who are already practising may be
registered, so there is a strong argument
in favour of some alteration to the consti-
tution of the board. It is proposed that the
employers and employees in the industry
shall have absolute control. The board
should be more representative of the pub-
lie and it would then bhe of greater benefit
to the ecommunity and also those engaged
in the industry. While I am not hostile to
the principle of some control and super-
vision, I am not particularly enamoured of
the Bill as it stands.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned. '
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BILI—COMPREHENSIVE AGRICUL-
TURAL AREAS AND GOLDTIELDS
WATER SUPPLY,

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—1West) [7.33] in moving the
second reading said : Before dealing with the
subject-matter of the Bill, I would like to
offer you, Bir, my congratulations on your
elevation to the position ot President of this
Chamber, an honour which I fee] is well
merited, and it is a further tribute to the
Goldfields of thisx State, because your two
immediate predecessors came from that part
of Western Australia. To this high office yon
bring the knowledge and wisdom that yon
have gained during your long experience of
publie life, which will prove of the utmost
value to the House in its deliberations. You
bave represented the South-East Provinee in
this Chamber for 24 ycars, during which
time you have ably filled the positions of
Temporary Chairman of Committees, and
later Chairman of Committees,

The position of President of the Legis-
lative Council is open to few men. Over the
56 years of responsible Government voun, Sir,
are only the cighth President to hold office,
and I am sure that the dighity and wisdem
that you will bring to the position will make
you & worthy suceessor to the distinguished
gentlemen who were your predecessors.

To Mr. Dhnmitt Y also desire to extend my
congratulations on his appointment as
Chairman of Committees. It is indeed a tri-
bute to the hon. member that he has been
elected to sueh an important and onerous
yosition after a comparatively short parlia-
mentary experience of cight years. It is a
position which requires mueh application and
thought, and I have no doubt that Mr. Dim-
mitt will render excellent service as Chair-
man of Committees,

T now wish to deal with the Bill which is,
perhaps, from the point of view of the futnre
of this State, one of the most important
measures that have been brought down for
many years, When introducing the Country
Arcas Water Supply Bill during the last
sitting of the Chamher, I advised members
that that measure and the one now before
the House were brought forward to imple-
ment the Comprehensive Acrieulfural Areas
and Goldfields Water Supply Scheme, and
that they were, therefore, complementary. I
did not feel fhat it was necessary for me to
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explain the first Bill at length as it was
mainly 2 consolidation of the Goldfields
Water Supply Aet, and also included a
numher of provisions adopted from the
Water Boards Act, It eould not, therefore,
be deseribed as an entirely new measure,
although it contained a few new provisions,
principally those dealing with rating and
rates, The Bill that is now before the House
is in another category. Although it deals
with the same subject, there is nothing in it
that has been taken from another measure,
and, therefore, I propose to deal with it in
greater detail than I did the other Bill.

It is hardly necessary for me to emphasise
the need in this State for a reliable and
permanent country water supply, Without
this the successful settlement and develop-
ment of any area is doomed to failure, It
was for this reason that the ambitions and
at the time world-famous Goldfields Water
Supply Scheme was undertaken at the start
of the century. That undertaking, as mem-
bers know, has proved of inealeulable worth
to the State and is a monument to the
ability and farsightedness of the engineers
and legislators of those times. In addition,
waterworks costing £2,750,000 have been
carried out in the country by State Govern-
ments, without taking into consideration the
coet of irrigation schemes, Of course, the
actual direct revenue derived from these
schemes is not substantial, but that is out-
weighed by the increased productivity re-
sulting from the regular supply of water to
farming and mining areas,

Western Australin has immense produce-
tive eapacity provided that the necessary
permanent water, which has been denied by
nature, can be obtained. It is unfortunate
that the prineipal productive areas of the
State are handicapped by an erratic rain-
fall.” During the summer months from No-
vember to March many districts reccive little
more than 2 in, of rain, and when this is
followed by a dry winter farmers are beset
by many worries. Then, too, a guceession
of dry years has a disastrous effect on loeal
water conservation. This year our wheat
and potato crops have heen very seriously
affected owing to our sporadie and indefi-
nite rainfall. :

Another major handieap is evaporation.
Averaged over the mixed farming area this
hag been estimated to represent no less
than 70 in. of water annually. An out-
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standing example of this depreciation is
found at Narrogin, On the occasions that
the reservoir there was filled it has been
found that 24,000,000 of its capacity of
77,000,000 gallons have been lost by
evaporation. And so it ean be seen that
much of the productive potential of the
State is grievously affected by the lack of
a guarapteed water supply. And it is on
primary industries that Western Australia
will have to rely for a eonsiderable period,
as our development of secondary industries
is yet in itz infancy, although I might de-
seribe it as a lusty and promising youngster.

It is apparent that the provision of a
permanent water supply in our farming dis-
tricts is essential. At this stage I would
like to quote a paragraph from the fret
report of the Commonwealth Rural Recon-
struction Commission. This was published
in 1944 and reads ag follows:—

In the broad view of future agricultural
development in Australia, irrigation and water
supply must take a prominent place. The sta-
bility which can be added to a farming enter-
prise by the capacity to irrigate a small part;
say 10 per cent, of a holding is most bene-
ficial. Many irrigation projects arc already
in existence and in most cases they have amply
proved their value. As population increases,
the nced for mare irrigation will also inerease,
and it is not too much to say that in the
long ren water supply will be the limiting
factor in Australian expansion. Australian
agriculture will in time need all the water
which it is possible to conserve. It follows
that the wise use of our streams is of the
utmost importance. In most States the broad
details of these plans have already been pre-
pared; bhut there is need for co-ordination in
some c¢nses where water crosses State boun-
daries. The Commission considers that the
long view should be taken in all sueh enses
and the water used in areas where it can do
most good. In view of the relative importance
of water to Australian agrieulture, very care-
ful consideration should be given to any pro-
posals for the diversion of water which might
be ultimately required for agriculture.

The Siate Government hnolds similar
opinions and the neeessary steps have been
taken to evolve a scheme providing for a
comprehensive water supply, wbich it is
confidently expected will, if put into opera-
tion, bring te rural districts an inercase of
population, better living conditions and a
great increase of produetivity with its eon-
sequent aceretion of wealth to the State.

It is estimated that the eapital eost of the
scheme will be £€9,333,000, and that it will
take ten years to complete. To adequately
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finance snch a scheme and to keep pace with
our other commitments would be beyond this
State's resources, and so the assistance of
the Commonwealth has been sought. The
Commonwealth Government has expressed
great interest in the scheme and has ap-
pointed a departmental commitive 1o
thoroughly investigate it and to submit re-
commendations. The chairman of this coin-
mitice i= Mr, Loder, a very imporiant and
able officer, who is the assistant Lo the Co-
ordinator General of Works,  The State
Government desires that this commitiee will
conclude ifs work at an early date o that
the decision of the Commonwealth may be
obtained in time to commence preliminary
work on the scheme in January next, pro-
vided, of eourse, that this Bill receives par-
liamentary sanetion,

The assistance that has been requested
from the Commonwealth will amount to
£500,000 per annum for 10 years, or half
of the estimated cost of the scheme. The
State itself intends to bhear the entire cost
of the work re.uired to increase the capacity
of the Mundaring and Welington reservoirs,
which is a preliminary and esseutial part
of the scheme. This particular aspect of
the work entails the raising of the Mundar-
ing retaining wall by 32 feet, and of the
Wellingten wall by 50 feet. This will in-
ereaze  the QMundaring  enyacity  from
4,650,000,000 gallons to 15,000,000,000 gal-
lens, and the Wellington from 7,500,000,000
to 33,000,000,000 gallons, thereby improving
the impoundment of the two catchments by
over 400 per cent, and providing an ade-
quate and relinble pure water supply to an
area of approximately 11,607,000 acres, ex-
tending from Dalwallinu in the north ta
Borden in the south, and from Northam in
the west to Burraecoppin in the east.

This area contains a population of 56,000
persons, 30,000 of whom dwell in towns and
26,000 in the farming areas. The principal
activity in the area is wheatgrowing, and
situated therein are about GO per cent. of
the State’s wheaf farms. It is expected
that an assured water supply will bring
ahout an extension of mixed farming with
sheep and dairying. Even under present
conditions sheep are an important sideline
on many wheat farms, and revenue is also
obtained from pig raising and export lamb
production. The map which is hanging on
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the wall in this Chamber will indicate
clearly to members the full extent of the
scheme. If they care to analyse it and
have regard to the various districts to be
supplied, they will appreciate the great im-
portance a scheme of this deseription can
he to a large number of primary producers
who, year after year, have been suffering
as the result of a lack of satisfactory water
supplies.

Before giving some details of the scheme
I propose to survey briefly the exist-
ing facilities in the arvea, together with
their limitations and inadequacy. Long ex-
perience has revealed the lack of success
of local water supply schemes in the wheat-
belt. These have heen gencrally costly to
construct and usually bhave not been self-
supporting, nor have they given an ade-
quate service. It was thought at one time
that the large granite rocks with which the
area i studded would be suitable for the
sueeessful establishment of rock catch-
ments, but neither these nor earth catch-
ments have achieved the results that were
expected. Evaporation, percolation under-
ground, and light rainfall were the main
reasons for the disappointing results. It
1s now aceepted that no adequate storage
supply ean be established east of the Darl-
ing Range, and that the souree of supply
must thercfore lie where the rainfall is
certain and reasonably heavy.

The only area in the South West Land
Division that possesses all the necessary
qualifications is the western slopes of the
Darling Ranges, where the annnal rain-
fall is from 30 to 50 inches. For that
reason it was deeided to increase the eapa-
cities of the Mundaring and Wellington
catchments and to pump and retiemlate
supplies from these head waters. The
meteorological data available for Western
Australia covers too short a period to pro-
vide the knowledge of wel and dry eyeles
that is possessed in older countries, but
we do know that unless steps are taken to
obviate the consequences of the dry seasons
we have expericnced lately, the effect on
our economy may he very serious. It will
not be forgotten that a very short time ago
army trucks had to be used for carting
water in country areas and that the rail-
ways had to haul their own water require-
ments from Collie.

All of the present ecountry water snpplies
are considered to have reached the limit
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of their capacity., Unless the position is re-
viewed the inevitable result will be the end of
further development in these areas. With
existing supplies, steady progress cannot be
looked for in either the Goldfields or the
agrieultural areas, and no-one ean dispnie
that, given an assured water supply, both
areas arc capable of much greater develop-
ment in the future. The summer of 1944-
43 will not easily he forgotten. In that
vear the reservoir at Brookton was empty
in January and the Xondinin supply
failed. Navrogin and Wagin were rationed,
and for some time the Narrogin supply
was undrinkable owing to its salinity. The
situation in Narrogin has been serious for
some years, and at Pingelly, too, the sup-
ply is poor.

Hon, A, L. Loton: It is worse than poor.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. It isa
fact that country water supplies are de-
teriorating, and drastic action is necessary
to remedy the position, Bores have proved
unsatisfactory, only one in five providing
-water drinkable by stock, and very few
giving water fit for human econsumption.
The Railway Department’s country sup-
plies are proving inadequate fo cope with
dry climatic conditions, and the depart-
ment has been forced to haul water for its
refuirements at high expense. In 1944.45
the demand on Mundaring was so high that
water had to be pnmped to the weir from
the Canning Dam at a cost of £20,000.
State Governments have done their utmost
in the past to meet the sitnation. As I have
already said, a huge sum was spent on the
Goldfields Water Supply and on providing
dams, bores and estchments.

Turning now to the scheme, the area to
be supplied is divided into two divisions—
the northern, to he served from DMundar-
ing: and the southern, from the Welling-
ton Dam. The northern area comprises
6,621,000 aeres, 4,777,600 of which are not
at present reticulated. Towns in this divi-
sion that do not possess a reticulated sup-
ply include Ballidu, Dalwallinn, Dowerin,
Koorda, Pithara, Wongan Hills and Wyal-
katchem. Bruee Rock and Trayning have
their own loecal supplies, and other towns,
amongst which are Northam, Merredin,
York, Kellerherrin, Beverley and Nungarin,
are linked with the Goldfields Water Sup-
ply. The southern area, or that which will
obtain its needs from the Wellington Dam,
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contains 4,986,000 acres, praetically all of
which is not reticulated. In this area Cor-
rigin, Dumbleyung, Tambellup, Gnowan-
gerup, Wickepin, Kojonup, Broomehill and
Kulin have no existing reticulation. Kon-
dinin and Narembeen are connected with
the Goldiiclds Water Scheme, but their
supply, unfortunately, is not reliable.
Narrogin’s supply is most uncertain and at
times unfit to drink, while Pingelly’s sup-
ply is also unreliable and very brackish.
Brookton’s water scheme is another that
cannot be relied upon.

It is estimated that the total annual
quantity to be drawn from the main reser-
voirs will- be 3,429,475,000 gallons from
Mundaring, and 1,416,860,000 from Wel-
lington. To obtain these figures it was
necessary to arrive at some estimate of
both town and country requirements, and
as it was found that the farms in the area
averaged about 1,200 acres, a basis of a
1,000-acre farm was adopted, earrying a
wheat erop, 300 sheep and 10 cattle, and,
of course, the farmer and his family. It
is considered that this unit would require
700 gallons of water daily in the summer,
sheep having one gallon each, caitle 10
gallons a head, and 300 gallons heing utili-
sed for domestie purposes.

A survey of existing reticulation schemes
reveals that the maximum Jdaily summer
pull would approximate 900 gallons, and so
the pipes of the proposed supply will be
large enongh to cater for such a flow. The
average daily quantity estimated to be
needed in winter is—

Gallons.
Domestic requirements .. . 200
10 cattle at 10 gallons per head 100
A total of .. 400

From these figures it is considered that
the total annmal quantity required for a
1,000-acre unit would be—

Gallons.

Summer .. 128,100
Winter 72,800
A total of .. 200,900

Data available in regard to towns under the
Goldficlds Water Scheme has revealed that
the average daily requirement is 40 gallons
for each person, with a maximum supply of
60 gallons. In arriving at the annual amount
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necessary, provision has been made for an
estimated inerease in population of 25 per
cent. in the towns in the northern ares, and
100 per cent. in those in the southern dis-
triet.

A matter for serious consideration in the
design of the scheme is the nutilisation
where possible of existing water supply
works. In the northern or Mundaring area,
the principal established works comprise
the Goldfields main pipe line with its as-
sociated pumping stations and summit
tanks, and the large reservoir of 43,000,000
gallons capacity at Cunderdin, also the
main storage reservoirs, service tanks and
pumping stations in the No. 1 or Barbalin
district. In the southern or Wellington
area, there are reservoirs at Narrogin,
which has a eapacity of 77,000,000 gallons;
Brookton, 30,000,000 gallons; Wagin,
20,000,000 gallons; Katanning, 29,000,000
gullons; Narembeen, 21,000,000 gallons:
and Kondinin, 9,000,060 gallons. In addi-
tion there is at Pingelly a service tank
which e¢an hold 50,000 gallons. In the
northern area, until the Mundaring wall
has been af least partially raised and extra
water stored, no additional supply from the
Goldfields pipe line can be allowed.

For the full development of the scheme
it will be necessary fo reorganise and
strengthen the pipe line and pumping equip-
ment and provide auxiliary pumping sta-
tions, rising mains, reservoirs and distribu-
tion systems. It is anficipated that when
the extra ecapacity in Mundarving Reser-
voir is ready, electricity will be available
from the new metropolitan power station,
It is proposed, therefore, entirely to re-
build and electrify the existing No. 1 Pump-
ing Station at Mundaring, which will then
pump 14,000,000 gallons daily over a lift
of 730 leet. By this means water will be
delivered divectly to the existing No. 3
Pumping Station at Cunderdin and the pre-
sent No. 2 Station can be done away with.
A hooster pump will need to he installed
near Kellerberrin to enalble the maximum
daily requirements to be passed from the
Cunderdin Pumping Station to the No. 4
Pumping Station.

With regard to distribution, the electrie
pumping station at Cunderdin will lift
water through rising mains running north
and south, to service reservoirs from which
distribution will be by gravity. On the
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northerly rising main a second pumping
station, powered by a Diesel unit, will be
necessary at Minnivale, and seven small
pumping units will be required in certain
loeal high arcas. All pumps and mains
will be eapable of earrying the maximum
supply, and all service tanks will be able
to provide sufficient storage for five days.

In the southern area, or that to be sup-
plied from the Wellington Dam, much of
the inereased ecapaeity provided by the
raising of the retaining wall will be res
quired foy the irrigation of coastal areas;
but the dam will still be able to provide all
the water necessary for the whole of the
sonthern aren. The main pipe line wilk
connect Wellington Dam to the existing
reservoir at Nurrogin, which has a eapa-
city of 77,000,000 gallons. Power will be
provided from the proposed South-West
power scheme, and it is probable that a
pumping station will be sitnated at the Wel-
lington Dam, with another station some 30
miles east of the dam. Each station will
be able to pwump approximately 5,600,000
gallens daily, over a total rise of 500 feet.
A third pumping station driven by elec-
tricity will be Jocated at Narrogin and will
deliver water through rising mains north
to a hill some five miles away, from which
water can gravitate as far north as Brook-
ton, and east to a hill near Wickepin, from
which water can he gravitated over an es-
tensive area stretehing nas far as Narem-
been and Kondinin, where the existing sup-
ply will be augmented from the scheme,
thereby giving these centres ample supplies
in dry seasons.

A south runming main will also take
water by gravity from Northam to near
Wagin, where an eleetric pumping station
will lift it through a rising main to ser-
viee tanks situated on hills, the moin run-
ning as far as Holly, which is south-west
of Katanning. Three small pumping sta-
tions will be provided to deliver water to
various small high level areas: Distribm-
tion to farms from the service tank will,
of course, he by gravity. I might mention
that the particulars I have given the House
may have to be modified to some minor
extent, but members will he able to obtain
a comprehensive outlineg of the scheme from
my deseription.

At this stage, T wish to make a most
significant point and that is the importance
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to each other of this water scheme and the
South-West power scheme. It is not too
much to say that these projects are coms
plementary and that each will benefit by
the installation of the other. Further-
more, the use of electric power for water
detivery will assist towards a reduction of
both the eapital and operating costs of the
scheme. Jembers will no doubt have read
the information contained on pages 21 and
22 of the repart on the scheme, copies ot
whieh were girculated some time ago. The
information on those pages deals with the
proposed stage-by-stage order of constru-
tion, and sets out the work which will be
carried out eaeh year until the conclusion
of the scheme.

Dealing with the finaneial side, I have
indicated that the capital eost will be about
£0,333,000.  As set out in Part IV of the
report, the estimated annual cost of the
sehleme s £330,236, made up as follows:—

S
Operating expenses 184,000
Sinking Fund 39,381
Interest at 34% 326,655

Total .. £330,236
It iz estimated that the annual eollection
of revenune will be about £248,000, details
of which are given at page 23 of the re-
port. This amount, providing it is all
collected, will meet the operating nnd sink-
ing fund eosts and contribute over £20,000
towards the interest charge,

When introdoeing the Couniry Areas
Water Supply Bill, I indicated that it was
proposed to charge an annual water ratd
of 3d. per acre, this to inelude the £5 hold-
g fee charged under existing legislation.
This amount is based on the charges made
nnder the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme,
whieh amounted to 435d. per acre annually,
this figure including the fixed rate for each
holding, together with the amounts actu-
ally  collected—not charged—for excess
water over a period of 10 years ended the
30th July, 194, :

In the area to be served by the scheme
the main produetion is wheat and sheep.
Taking the vear 1939-40 whichk has been
selected as Deing the last annual period
nnaffeeted by war conditions, the acreage
sown in wheat was 1,274,401, the total yield
heing 17,505,706 bushels, this giving an ave-
rage of 13.7 bushels per acre, During that
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year, the area also carried approximately
2,400,000 sheep, 36,000 horses, 19,500 cattle
and 40,000 pigs. Development of agricul-
ture in this area has been retarded by the
insecurity of the water supply position.
Given seenrity of water snpply it is reason-
able to consider that the designed basis of
the scheme—namely, each 1,000-acre unit
carrying 300 sheep in addition to crops and
a few other anmmals—is sound; in which
case the area can support 3,500,000 sheep,
representing an increase of 1,100,000 sheep
over the 1939-40 population. Again, with
security of water supply and the amenities
which it will provide, it is thought that
employees will be more eontent with farm-
ing work, and that as a result there will
be an increase in wheat cropping. At the
present time it is hard fo estimate in mone-
tary terms what this will amount to, but
it should certainly be substantial.

It is recognised that the magnitude of
the gross returns to the farmers will be
governed by market frends. The economic
life of Western Australia is, however, in-
dissolubly hound up with agricultural pro-
duction for export, and any proposal which
will increase the efficiency of farming
methods and also increase production must
be seriously considered. An increase in
gold production on the Eastern Goldfields,
which is dependent on a seeure water sup-
ply, can also be looked for with an in-
crease in reliable water supply, and this
will also prove of benefit to the State. A
most important benefit which will acerue
from the development of the scheme is the
provision of security of water supplies for
hoth town and farm populations.

Members will note in the Bill that pro-
vision is made, at the diseretion of the Min-
ister, for certain areas not including town-
sites, to be excluded from the scheme. If
at least 50 per cent. of the ratable land
owners in any avea of not less than 50,000
acres which is within the boundaries of the
scheme, request, within three months of the
proelamation of the Act, that that area be
exeluded from the scheme, then the Min-
ister may give consideration to the request.
In arriving at a decision the Minister will,
of eourse, have to take a number of factors
into consideration. It will be apparent
that no hard and fast rule can be laid down
in this connection. Where it may be neces-
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sary for mains or waterworks to be con-
strueted outside the houndaries of the
scheme, land owners or occupiers in the
vicinity but not within the area of the
scheme may apply to be supplied with
water under such terms and conditions as
the Minister may consider reasonable.

It is generally conceded that reticulation
from an assured and permanent supply is
the safest way of ensuring continued sue-
coss in farming operations. Every year the
unsuitability of our present water resonrces
becomes more apparent, Considerable ex-
penditure has heen incurred in assisting
drought stricken farmers and townspeople.
In the 1944-43 summer, this assistance cost
the Government about £150,000, not to men.
tion the expense to individuals. The provi-
sion of an adequate water supply will alse
permit of the decentralisation of industry
and enable the establishment of small and
useful domestie industries in country dis-
triets.

Hon. A. Thomson: Not only Narrogin.
That will apply to all country towns,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I did not
say it would apply to Narrogin only.

Hon. A. Thomson: Yes, you mentioned
Narrogin.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not now.

Hon. A. Thomson: I gpologise. I thought
you did.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. I have
not mentioned Narrogin for the last ten
minntes,

Hon. H. L. Roche: That is gomething
when you are ialking about water!

Hon, A. Thomson: Or the lack of it!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The impact
that this scheme will have on the economy
of the State is ohvious when it is realised
that in 1939, 21 per cent. of our popula-
tion was engaged in agrienltural and pas-
toral pursuits, and that the gross value of
our agricultural production amounted to
£16,000,000. In that year our total exports
were valued at £23,000,000, of which agri-
culture contributed 42 per cent, and gold
mining a similar percentage.  Although wo
possest only £ per cent. of the population
of the Commonwealth, in 1939 we contn-
buted 20 per cent. of the wheat output, 22
per cent, of timber, 15 per cent. of tobacco,
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10 per cent. of apples, 8 per cent. of wool,
6 per cent. of bacon and ham and 3 per
cent, of butter.

With our reliance upon sgriculture and
mining, it is obvious that the suecessful im-
plementation of this scheme will most ma-
terially add to the wealth of the State and
to the happiness and comfort of the rural
population. So, while my remarks can only
be considered to be a brief outline of the
seheme, I fecl sure it will be received by
memberg of this Chamber as making a very
important confribution to the development
of the agricultural areag of the State. There
can be no question but that water is one of
the main faetors in the further development
of our agricultural districts. I wish to pay
tribute to the professional men who have
devised this scheme. One has only to
analyse the map that is on the wall of the
Chamber to realise the enormous amount of
work entailed in its production, and when
one takes into consideration the informa-
tion supplied in the report which members
have, and which they can read at leisure,
one must realise that here is a seheme, com-
prehensive in character, that will serve a
large number of areas, some of them re-
mote from the metropolitan distriet, and
which will give to the people of such aress
a far better opportunity of developing their
interests than they have had up to date.

I do not know whether it ean be said that
this scheme is revolutionary n character as
regards those areas, but I think that if it
ean be successfully implemented—that de-
pends upon this Parliaoment and the assist-
anee that the Commonwealth Government
will give the State in the matter of finance
—within a few years certain areas that are
to be scrved by the scheme will be far more
productive than they have ever had oppor-
tunity of being in the past; and after all
is said and done, it is production that we
want, There is no need for me to stress the
importanee of that factor, In submitting
this Bill to the House I feel sure it will
receive the serions—and T hope the favour-
able—consideration of members. If that is
s0, one can rest assured that certain areas
of the State will be far more prosperouns
in the future than they have been in the
past, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resnmed from the 21st November.

HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Central) [8.20]:
My object in moving the adjournment of
the debate was to check up on two provi-
sions embodied in the Bill that concern re-
turned soldiers, I am glad to say that 1
bave been able fo examine them fully, and
have consulted the executives of the re-
turned soldiers’ organisations, They are
bappy about the provisions in the Bill and
are hopeful that it will be passed without
amendment. The two matters that I wished
to cheek up on particularly are embodied
in Clause 9. They are proposed new
Sections 13%(A) and 139(B). The
Honorary Minister has explained them
fairly fully, but T will say briefly that the
abjeet of the first is to defer the payment
of rent during the time of service of a sol-
diev. It defers the collection of rent until
he has had time to re-establish himself,
undey the condition that he is then entitled
to a 50 per cent, rebate.

The second deals with the 30 per cent
rebate in the case of a soldier newly taking
up land. Under the old Aect such a soldier
was entitled to the 50 per ceni. rehate, but
if it &0 happened that circumstances com-
pelled him to dispose of his property he
had to refund the whole of the rehate fhat
he had been allowed. Under the new pro-
vision no such penalty is provided, and if
circumstances require him to dispose of his
equity he will not have to refund any of the
benefit derived from having had to pay only
half the rate. I bave examined the rest of
the Bill and it seems to be beneficial to the
man on the land, I have much pleasure in
supporting it. This measure is really the re-
sult of a promise made by the Minister for
Lands to the R.8.L. to implement legislation
which that body recommended. The R.S.L.
is very happy to know that this Bill has
been bronght forward, and is hopeful that
it will he passed without amendment.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.
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BILL—COUNTRY AREAS WATER
SUPPLY.

Secongd Reading.
Debate resumed from the 21lst November.

HON, A. THOMSON (South-East)
[8.27]: This Bill is complementary and sub-
ject to the earrying of the measure that has
been o extensively dealt with by the Chief
Secretary, I will content myself with re-
serving my remarks for the subsequent Bill,
and therefore will support the sceond
reading. :

The Chief Sceretary: I think I am in
order in informing Mr, Thomson that he
may discuss both Bills while we are dealing
with this Bill.

On motion by Hon. H. L, Roche, debate
adjourned.

BILL—--ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H, Gray—West) [8.28] in moving the
second reading said: This amending Bill
contains many new provisions that have
been asked for by the Road Board Associa-
tion and other bodies, as well as clauses in-
serted by the department with the objeet of

giving road boards greater powers in some
" cases and simplifving procedure in others.
I do not intend to explain the Bill clanse
by clause at this stage, thinking that that
would be better left until in Committee
but will briefly review some of the more
important additions,

Provision is made for promoting the
status of sceretaries of boards hy making it
compulsory that they should hold a certifi-
cate of competency before appointment, as
is the procedure in other States. To carry
out this proposal provision is also made for
the appointment by the Minister of what is
called a road board secretaries’ board, which
will have the power to hold examinations
and set subjects at such examinations and to
issne certificates of competency to suecesstul
candidates, This propesal is recognised as
necessary. It has heen sought by the Seere-
taries’ Association, and will be of great as-
sistance fo road boards, saving a lot of un-
necessary work when decent people apply
for jobs as board secretaries but are not
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competent to do the work. If the proposal
is agreed to it will proteet road boards and
save the department and the Minister diffi-
culty in straightening out conses where per-
gons not ¢competent to do the job have been
appointed as secrefaries,

Ancther provision that will benefit em-
ployces of a road board is one which gives
the right of appeal, by any employee who
has been dismissed, to a person to be ap-
pointed by the Minister, The present pro-
vision in the Road Distriets Act is that no
seeretary ean be dismissed without the ap-
proval of the Minister but does not extend
to any other employee.

It is proposed to extend the power to all
road boards owning suitable generating
plants, if they so desire, to manufacture ice.
At prosent this privilege only applies to
Meekatharra Road District. The same clause
also allows boards to establish, maintain, or
subsidise, cither alone or in conjunetion with
any other road board or municipal eonncil,
kindergariens, community centres, maternal
and infant health centres, dental clinies and
ambulanee services, the want of sueh ameni-
ties having been stressed not only by loeal
authoritics but other public and private
bodies. Similar provisions were recently in-
gerted in the Municipal Corporations Act,

A ncw section is proposed dealing with
the maintenance of Jocal waler supplics, The
Bill provides that a road board shall, when
aad as required by the Minister, pay the
Minister from its general revenue a sum to
be determined annually by the Minister as a
contribution towards the eost of maintain-
ing publie water supply facilities in its dis-
trict other than water supply works in eon-
nection with which a water rate is levied.
In conneetion with dams, tanks, wells and
other equipment which have been provided
free throughout the agricultural areas, it has
been the practice for many years to hand
over the eontrol of such water supply faeili-
tics to the local authorities in accordance
with the provisions of the Road Districts Act
with a view to their proper control and ade-
quate maintenanee.

Replies reeeived from local authorities to
the department’s periodical guestionnaires
seeking information regarding the condition
of these facilities indicated that in many in-
stances these important works were noi
being adequately maintained and, during
last season’s drought, it was necessary for
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the Government to take action in one por-
tion of the State and authorise expenditure
of the sum of £16,000 for the eleaning out
and repairing of a number of tanks which
had been the responsibility of the local auth-
ority for many years past. The stage has
tow been reached when it is considered im-
perative that the neglect of these valuable
works should be stopped, and it is proposed,
as circumstances permit, to employ per-
manent gangs of men to attend to their
maintenance. Country members will know
that these water supplies have been
neglected and that when a dry period has
occurred, everybody hag been in trouble.

Hon, R. M. Forrest: The loeal authori-
ties have not been able to get the necessary
labour.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Even in
times when labour wag available, these sup-
plies were neglected, Upon the road boards
contributing towards the cost of these main-
tenance patrols as and when required by the
Minister, the responsibility for their con-
trol and maintenance will be removed from
the boards to the Minister for Water Sup-
plies. In view of the great loca! benefit
obtained from these water supplies, it is
considered only reasonable that the local
farmers, through their road board, should
contribute something towards the cost of
ensuring a reasonable supply of water
when their own supplies have been geri-
ously diminished. Judging by past results,
it is considered likely that the road hoards
will be pleased to have the responsibility for
these water supply works removed from
their shoulders and will be quite willing to
contribute from their general revenue to-
wards works which add so substantially to
the stability of their distriets.

Section 201 of the principal Act is to be
amended by giving a board power to per-
mit and regulate the planting of lawns and
gardens along roads by owners and oceupiers
of premises abubling thereon and making
adequate provision for the watering of the
lawns, This is similar to the provision re-
cently ineluded in the Municipal Corpora-
tions Act. Another important amendment
is that giving power to the Governor to
make model building by-laws which may be
adopted by a board either with or withount
modification, This is 4 very necessary
provision especially for road districts in
the metropolitan area in order to bring

[COUNCIL.]

building regulations into uniformity with
those of municipalities.

Provigion is made whereby a board may
make a valuation of part of its district in-
stead of making a new valuation of all
ratable property in its distriet at one time,
This is the outcome of g deecision of the
Supreme Court when the power of a board
was challenged in regard to this mode of
valuation. Provision is also made that
where a road board has adopted the annual
value in its distriet or portion thereof, 20
resident owners may demand that the ques-
tion whether or pot the system of valuation
on the annual value basis should, for the then
current year and three succeeding years, be
replaced by the system of valuation on the
unimproved value, be submitted to the vote
of the resident owners in sueh distriet. If
such demand is made then a poll ix to be
taken of the resident owners of the district
or such portion thereef. The object of this
is to give ratepayers the opportunity of
I'rolesting against any disability which may
exist in their minds through the board's
decision to use annual values in preference
te unimproved values,

Another new clause is that velating to
farm and grazing land owned hy a Service-
man who weut away and left the land un-
ocenpied and unworked during his absence,
in which ease the board may, with the Min-
ister’s approval, refund to such person any .
rates which chall have been paid hy him.
This will be a distinet concession to our re-
turned men, who will he able to vehabilitate
themselves on their own property unfettered
by aecerued rates,

The next amendment, and I think tha
most important, is that dealing with the
sale of land for non-payment of rales. For
some time road hoards have been asking
that the procedure should he simplified.
Departmental officers have therefore given
consideration to the matter and have sub-
mitted that, in their opinion, the system
adopted by Scuth Australia is more simple
and yet just as efficient as our owp. It will
mean that a board will not have to go to a
resident magistrate to ohtain an order for
the sale but will proceed by public
auwction or private confract under con-
ditions laid down by the board. Machinery
provisions have been introduced into
the Bill after consultation between the
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Crown Law officers and the Commissioner
of Titles to simplify the transfer after the
sales have been effected, and thiz wil] also
to some extent reduce the costs to the board
in connection with the sales. Members who
are conversant with road board work, par-
ticutarly in the metropolitan area, are aware
of the great difficulty and tedious procedore
necessary to effect the sale of land for which
no rates have been received. I suppose
there are hundreds of sueh blocks in the
metropolitan area.

Hon, W. R. Hall: And in the eountry, too.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Yes, and
it is impossible to trace the owners. -The
proposed system will be more simple and
more effeetive. It has been found necessary,
in view of a reecent Supreme Court action
to make provision for a board or ratepayer
to test the validity of any assessment, rate
or order for berrowing money affecting u
district or any part thereof by way of com-
plaint, to be made within four months of
the striking of the rate, or two months from
the time when the resolution for the loan
was passed, to a court of summary juris-
diction, In the case I have referred to, a
certain rateayer tested the validity of a
rate assessment by action in the Supreme
Court after about 2% years. As members
will see, the Bill confines the time for test-
ing the validity of the rate to within four
months of the striking of the rate.

There is another important amendment
which, if approved, will nceessitate half-a-
dozen consequential amendments. I refer to
the abolition of plural voting. This will be
the first opportunity this House has had to
effoct this very desirable reform upon its
own initiative. I am hopeful that members
will give the matter serivus consideration
before the Bill is taken into Commil{ee and
will approve of this progressive idea. We
have outerown the plural voting idea.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: Only some of you
hnve.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1If the
question were put to any impartial body of
eitizens—

Hon. L. B, Bolton: Is not the Legislative
Council impartial?

The HONORARY MINISTER: —I be-
lieve there wonld be an overwhelming major-
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ity in favour of the abolition of plural vol-
ing.  We ean inaugurate this reform by
amending the Road Districts Aet. A man
who owns two or three bloeks of land—

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: And pays rntes
on them.

The HONORARY MINISTER: --should
not have plurality of votes, and it is high
time we tried the experiment of abolishing
plural voting. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On motion by Hon. H. 8. W. Parker, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 21st November.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
(8.45] : I suppose I am probably looked wpon
as being a person who does not move with
the times, but I definitely oppose this Rill,
to which so many amendments have been
submitted by the Chief Seecretary for the
eonsideration of members, Personally, T con-
sider the Government would be sineere in
suggesting those amendments if it introduced
o redistribution of seats Bill. I propose to
make a eomparison between four eleetoral
distriets in the North and four districts in
the Sonth-East Province, of which [ am a

represenfative. 1 quote the following
fizures :—
Electorate. XNo of Electors
on Roll.
Pilbara 812
Roebourno 492
Gascoyne 949
Kimberley 590
2,843
Albany 4,622
Katanning 3,257
Wagin - 3,044
Williams-Narrogin 3,141
16,964

In effect, this means that one vote in the
North is equal to seven cast in the clector-
ates in my province. I have no wish to do
an injury to the North—I realise the extent
of its area—but the ardent advoeates of
adult {ranchise in this House should be more
consistent, particalarly those who represent
the Government, They should consider some
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of the existing anomalies. I now propose to
compare the Goldfields clectorates with the
electorates in my province, and I guote the
following figures :—

Electorate. No of Electors
on Roll,

Boulder 3,437
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe 4,041
Hamnans 3,444
Mt. Magnet 2,225
Murchison 3,237
Kanowna v 3,004

15,478

The PRESIDENT: Order! I would re-
mind the hon, member that the Bill deals
with an amendment of the Constitution. I
hope he will link up his remarks.

Hon, A, THOMSON: I admit what youn
say, Sir. I am giving my reasons for op-
posing the Bill, and with your kind permis-
sion I shall continue with my eomparison.
The four clestorates in my province that T
have already quoted have a total emrolment
of 16,964, To these I would add the follow-

ing:—

Pingelly 3,672
Beverley . 3,500
making a total of 24,226, That is
as against the Goldfields total of

19,478, In cffeet, we in the Great Sounthern
distriet are under-vepresented by one seat.
We should be entitled to an additional elect-
orate, beenuse the difference hetween the two
sets of figures is 4,748, almost equal to the
number of the Albany electors. When the
redistribution of seats was suggested years
ago by the late Hon. J. Scaddan, we were
under the impression, on the figures given
to us, that an additional seat would be pro-
vided for the Great Southern district. To
our amazement, when the redistribution
actually took place we were worse off. The
boundaries of the Wagin electorate were ex-
tended further outward to Ravensthorpe. I
quote these figures as one of my reasons for
opposing the Bill. T think that so serious
an amendment of the Constitution should be
submitted by the Government, not by a pri-
vate member, however well-intentioned he
might be,

On motion by Hon, Sir Hal Colebateh,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 8.53 p.m.
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QUESTIONS.
POLICE,
s to Arming Oficers.

Mr. MeLARTY nsked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

1, Is it the policy of the Police Depart-
ment to arm members of the Force when
carrying out their duties in regard to erimi-
nal offences?

2, If not, will eonsideration he given to
afferding this protection to members of the
Foree?

The PREMIER replied:

1, Any Police officer who requests to be
supplied with a fircarm while carrying out
hiz dutics is supplied with one.

2, Answered by No, 1.

STATE BRICKWORKS.
As to Production, Ele.

Me. McLARTY asked the Minister for the
North-West :

1, Arc the State Brickworks at Byford
working to full capacity?

2, If not, what is the position at the pre-
sent time?

3, When will the works be in full produe-
tion ¢

4, What action has been taken to provide
against the loss of any skilled or experienced
labour, pending full production?



